SHORTHAND-----SHOT.

of Duploye' (1882). The chief feature of the
system of Professor Everett, who claims to
have adhered to the phonetic principle more
strictly than Pitman, is that, by a variety
of devices, all vowels are indicated. IE
PocknelTs system there is a tendency to
return to the earlier alphabetic style, with a
greater use of arbitrary signs. In the Sloan-
Duployan system the characters do not
strictly indicate certain sounds, nor are
they all written in the order in which they
are meant to be read A further distinction
of this method is, that it introduces three
slopes between the perpendicular and the
horizontal. This question of slope is of
great importance, and it is claimed as the
merit of the Bavarian stenographer Grabels-
. berger that he recognized that geometrical
characters should be discarded in favour of
the elementary lines of current writing. An
attempt to deal with this question of slope,
and with the other equally important ques-
tion of the vowels, was made in Script Short-
hand (1886), which is said to have already
yielded valuable results. This system is
founded on the phonetic principle, and u
characterized by one (the longhand) slope
and by joined vowels. The Oxford Short-
hand (1888) is perhaps the most recent sys-
tem of abbreviated writing. It has been
introduced into various schools, and seems
to be making good progress in public esti-
mation. The merits claimed for this system
are, that it is written on one slope as in long-
hand. Consequently, while there is by this
method a gain in speed and legibility, the
longhand of the learner is not spoiled by its
practice. The alphabetic signs, also, are few
and simple; the vowels and consonants are
joined and written in their natural order,
and the various 'positions' of the alpha-
betical outlines in other systems are here
abolished.

England was the birthplace of modern
shorthand, and continental nations derived
their first knowledge of the art either directly
or indirectly from England. In France the
system used by the majority of professional
shorthand writers is that of Provost, which
is a modification of Taylor's system. In
Germany the most important system is that
of Gabelsberger (1829), on which is based
the system of W. Stolze (1840). Gabels-
berger's system is founded on modifications
of geometrical signs, so adjusted as to facili-
tate rapid writing as in ordinary longhand,
while the vowels are indicated by the shape
or position of the consonants. It has been
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adapted to English by E. Eichter (1886),
and to moat of the languages of Europe.
In America the leading system is Pitman's,
which, introduced in 1845, has made great
progress since 1880, and is now taught in a
large number of schools.
^ Shorthorns, a breed of cattle externally
distinguished by the shortness of their horns,
which originated in the be^anning of this
century in the valley of the Tees, and under
the name of Durhams, Teeswaters, or Short-
horns, soon spread over all the richly pas-
tured districts of Britain. They are ex-
cellent for grazing purposes, being of rapid
and large growth with aptness to fatten, but
are inferior to some other breeds for dairy
purposes.
Shorthouse, JOHN HENBT, novelist, a
native of Birmingham, was born in 1834,
and was educated privately. His reputation
rests upon one book, John Inelegant ilSSl),
a romance of the Stuart period, wLiuh ex-
cited a great amount of interest on its ap-
pearance. Among his later works is Sir
Percival, a Story of the Past and Present
(1886), and Blanche, Lady Falaise (1891).
Short-sightedness. See Sight
Shoshone Falls (sho-sho'ne), on Lewis or
Snake River, in the state of Idaho, United
States. They rank amongst the waterfalls
of North America next to those of Niagara
in grandeur, being about 300 yards wide
and 200 feet high.
Shoshones(sho-siio/nez\?or SNAKES,a tribe
of North American Indians inhabiting a con-
siderable stretch of territory in Idaho, Utah,
Nevada, &c. They live partly by hunting
and fishing, many of them also on roots and
small animals. They number about 5000.
Shoshong', a town in the British protec-
torate of Bechuanaland, South Africa, about
400 miles K. of Kimberley. It was at one
time the capital of Khama, chief of the
Bamangwato tribe of Bechuanas, but after
Bechuanaland became a British protectorate
it was abandoned in favour of Palapye (or
Palachwe), a place about 60 miles to the
north-east of it, and now the Bamangwato
capital Both Shoshong and Palapye are on
the route by road and railway leading from
Cape Town and Kimberley to Buluwayo.
Palapye is situated in a fertile district, and
in its centre is a large square through which
a stream runs.
Shot, a term applied to all solid projec-
tiles fired from cannon, and also to hollow
projectiles without bursting charges, as the
Palliser shot Solid shot have gradually